Theme 2: Humanity
Saltbush Season of Creation
We began with a reflection on Mark 4: 1-10 by Rev Mark
Faulkner. The passage is titled in some versions,
“Jesus has compassion on the people”
What is compassion
Cambridge dictionary: a strong feeling of sympathy and sadness for
the suffering or bad luck of others and a wish to help them.
The word arises from middle English and Old French, but
its roots are Latin. It comes from pati which means ‘to
suffer’ and the prefix com which means ‘with’, so to have or
show compassion is “to suffer with.”

The suffering caused by climate change
Bushfires in Australia in 2019/20
Climate scientists tell us we can’t necessarily draw a
causal relationship between climate change and these
particular bushfires. As people have pointed out we
have had bushfires for a long time. But there is
consensus from experts that there is a causal
relationship between climate change and conditions
which make fires more intense and destructive and the
fire season longer.
In the 2019/20 east coast fires, 34 people were killed directly by fire
and smoke inhalation, but later research concluded that the fires
were responsible for another 417 deaths – often linked to
respiratory or other underlying chronic conditions.

The 2003 European heatwave
Record heatwave that affected western Europe in
2003
35,000 people died (data from 8 countries)
Heatwaves are a silent killer (causes organ failure)
Claim more lives than floods, storms, cyclones
combined
Mostly affects the elderly, very young and
chronically ill

Who is vulnerable?
Future risk to children - findings from UNICEF report
1 billion children at ‘extremely high risk’ from
impacts of climate change
Face exposure to climate shocks in context of
inadequate supports (water, sanitation, healthcare,
education)
Climate impacts undermine children’s rights
(access to clean air, food, safe water, plus
education, housing, freedom from exploitation,
life)million kids live in areas with 4 climate shocks/330 million in
850
areas with 5 or more climate shocks
Climate change impacts inequitable:
No child is responsible for climate change, yet they pay the
highest cost
Children from countries least responsible, will suffer most

The 33 countries at “extremely high
risk” due to climate change,
collectively emit just 9% of global
carbon dioxide emissions. The 10
highest emitting nations account for
nearly 70% of all emissions.

The inequity of the impacts of climate change is not just true for
children, but for all the adult populations of the world. It is the poor
who will suffer most. It is the countries that have contributed least
to the problem, who will bear a disproportionate share of the harm
the problem causes.

UNICEF urges governments to protect children while dramatically
accelerating work to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. UNICEF is
calling for emissions reductions of at least 45% by 2030.
Wealthy countries like Australia have a responsibility, not just to
reduce emissions to protect their own people, but to reduce climate
harm to the most vulnerable people in the world- those who have
done least to contribute to the problem in the first place.

